There is no question that the cochlear implant can effectively restore hearing to the unfortunate person with profound sensory hearing loss. Much of this issue of The Ear , Nose & Throat Journal is devoted to the cochlear implant. There is little doubt that this device has great value for post-lingually deafened adults . Its use in children, however, has been questioned by the National Association of the Deaf (NAD). The position of the NAD is that success for the cochlear implant has not been demonstrated and that is is desirable to remain deaf and be part of the Amer ican Deaf Community. David Proops in his paper "Multichannel Cochlear Implant: Pediatric Age Group," discusses the situation clearly and makes a compelling case for cochlear implantation for all potential candidates at their earliest age possible. He and others who have worked with children and studied their post-implant progress find that the technique's potential to improve life quality is vast. With an implant a child can be expected to learn the language, be able to speak and function in the world of hearing .
There is in fact little reason to condemn anyone to be a prisoner of deafness. The surgical procedure when performed by a competent, skilled, well-trained surgeon carries insignificant risk. If at any time the patient or parent should elect not to use it, the patient may switch it off and return to a world of silence. The total price for implantation is less than that of most new automobiles, but few private insurances will pay for a cochlear implant. Moreover, it has been my experience that Medicare, California Medi -Cal and Crippled Childrens Services will not provide cochlear implants to needy patients. Champus has refused to make an implant available to the child of an American serviceman. As otologists, we have minimized the cost of the operation by performing it as an out-patient procedure and by using a simple postauricu lar incision. It is not only to the advantage of the child and his/her family to eliminate hearing loss, but also to society, which will see increased benefits from these productive individuals. As Proops says, the elimination of hearing loss in children is a great challenge, a great opportunity and a great pri vilege.
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